To someone who is impatient with wordiness, the fault of
tautol ogy, or unnecessary repesting of the sameideain different
words, isto be condemned. Yet it ishard to avoid tautology in
speech. Common examples of tautology include unexpected
surprise, close proximity, naturd instinct, future plan, safe haven,
rough approximation and three-part trilogy. The adjectivein
each of these phrases is redundant because the information it
providesisby definition already contained in the noun.

Admittedly, there is a fine line between tautology and
intentional repetition for the sake of emphasis. For example,
it isdifficult to say for sure whether “ There was no way out,
no exit, no escape’ sounds verbose or forceful. The device of
repetition is frequently used in rhetoric. Many famous public
speakers, like Winston Churchill and John F. Kennedy,
employed repetition skilfully to drive their message home.
Moreover, not all tautologous expressions are universally
agreed to be clumsy. To somethey serve to spell the meaning
out, such as“Let’s have lunch at twelve noon” and “Be home
by twelve midnight”.

That said, too many words in both spoken and written
English may obscure meaning and distract peopl€’s attention.
Obvious examplesinclude “Written notice is given to all the

The Shorter the Better

Membersin writing” and “if heisfound lunatic or becomes
of unsound mind” — clauses in a certain constitution.
People’s attention span is limited. For effective
communication, often a terse sentence works better than a
long one jammed with unnecessary information.

Embedded in the following passage are eight tautologous
expressions. Seeif you can trim off the redundant words to
make it more concise:

We're now facing adifficult dilemma. Our staff strongly
oppose the restructuring plan. To avoid direct confrontation,
we have met with their representatives several times. But we
failed to arrive at a consensus of opinion. At this point in time,
itisunclear if they will go on strike. If so, businessmay possibly
bedisrupted. But we continueto remain optimistic. With careful
advance planning, we will keep things under control. Later |
will spell out our contingency measures in detail.
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Knowledge comes, but wisdom lingers.

Alfred Tennyson
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