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Without pen and paper, reference to shapes can
sometimes be quite brain-racking. Of course, we shall have no
difficulty in describing regular shapes because our vocabulary
already contains words like “circle”, “rectangle”, “triangle”,
“oval” and “diamond” (or “‘rhomboid”) for the basic forms. If
these are not enough, we still have “kite”, “trapezium”,
“almond”’, “‘crescent”, “‘star”’, “hexagon”, “octagon’” and so on.
But when it comes to irregular shapes, it might be a good idea
to make use of letters of the alphabet, since

they are common visual references.

[
Y o
One illustration is “T-shirt”. We all | —
know what it is. Itis so called because the | ™
garment, when spread flat, resembles the
letter “T”. When we order a T-bone in a steak house, we
expect to be served with a steak containing a T-shaped bone
with meat on each side. By the same token, a box of W-fold
tissue paper will contain tissue paper folded three times, while
a Y-adaptor is a common device which we use to split one
contact point into two.

s g; e In everyday life, there are
§§E§ *, abundant examples. To name some
= — H more, we have “Lgirders”, “L—bgrs”
! and “T-beams” in the construction
o industry; “Y-fronts” and “V-necks” in the
garment industry. In Hong Kong, some housing
estates constitute blocks of irregular shapes. H-blocks and
Y-blocks are two such examples. Taking a bird’s-eye view
from a helicopter, you should be able to see the H and Y
shapes more clearly.
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When students get excellent examination
results or win a competition, they might make a V-sign to
show their excitement. A V-sign is a hand gesture to signify
victory, with the index and middle fingers raised and parted
and the other three fingers clenched. However, certain
words with a similar formation have nothing to do with
shapes. For instance, “X-ray” does not mean that the ray
takes an X-shaped path. It is so called because at the time
of discovery, the nature of X-rays remained unknown and
was represented by the letter “X”.

Some English letters also form common expressions.
When a river “makes a great S”, that means it meanders
in an S-shaped course. Someone who has “come to a Y”
in a road is presented with two choices, because he has
reached the point where the road branches into two. A
“U-turn” is the act of turning a vehicle in a half circle so
as to go in the opposite direction. But figuratively, it means
a complete change in policy, plans, actions or beliefs. For
example, “On second thought, he made a U-furn and
withdrew his resignation.”

If someone wants to have a project inspected “from A
to Z”, that means he wants to have everything checked
thoroughly. This phrase carries the same meaning as “from
head to tail” or “from head to toe”. When we say something
is “as simple as ABC”, we mean it is very easy to understand
or handle. What about something that is done “to a T”’? It
is something suitable, appropriate or exact. A shirt that suits
you “to a T” is one that looks extremely good on you. Here
is another example: “The accountant is working out fo a T
all items of expenditure.”
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