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Professor James Moriarty is the least of Sherlock Holmes’s
worries as the detective delves into the mystery of the disappearance
and reappearance of people from a brick wall at a London railway
station. In another place and time, Elizabeth Bennet, her sisters and
Mr Darcy are engaged in a fierce battle against zombies at a local
ball. In a parallel universe, Hermione Granger and Katniss Everdeen
are using their magic and archery skills to overthrow a dystopian
regime.

Welcome to the world of fanfiction (often abbreviated as
“fanfic”), where fans become creators, spinning new tales based
on existing novels, TV shows, comics, movies and even real-life
celebrities. It is a realm of “what if”, where anything goes. Your
favourite characters may find themselves in completely different
settings, developing new relationships, interacting with characters
from different works, or getting promoted to a leading role—or all of
the above.

Fanfiction is not a recent phenomenon. It is argued that
fanfiction has brought forth some of the greatest literary works,
such as Dante Alighieri’s The Divine Comedy (which features major
religious, political and literary figures) and Shakespeare’s plays
(many of which draw on earlier literature, including the writings
of Giovanni Boccaccio and Arthur Brooke). Even with a strict
definition of fanfiction, you would be hard-pressed not to include
many works from as early as the 19th century. When Sherlock
Holmes, the fictional sleuth, was killed off by his creator in 1893,
outraged fans took matters into their hands and resurrected their
hero in their own versions of adventures. Similarly, Jane Austen’s
novels have inspired fan-created stories for over a century. In 1913, a
devoted Janeite named Sybil G. Brinton brought characters from six
Jane Austen novels into a new story, Old Friends and New Fancies.
It is considered the first published work of Austen fanfiction.

While the root of fanfiction lies in the love of books, the genre
really blossomed in the 1960s when Star Trek hit the airwaves and
exploded in popularity. The publication of Spockanalia, a fanzine
featuring some of the earliest works of fanfiction for the series,
unleashed another wave of creativity among Trekkers. This period
marked the first golden age of modern fanfiction.
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The rise of the Internet in the late 1990s revolutionised the
way stories are shared. Platforms such as FanFiction.net, Archive
of Our Own (AO3) and Wattpad have become hubs for millions of
stories, bringing together aspiring writers, readers and like-minded
fans. Amateur writers run the gamut from hilariously awful to highly
professional. Sometimes, you just have to sift through a field of coal
to find the glittering diamond.

One of the most remarkable success stories developing from
fanfiction is Fifty Shades of Grey. Originally titled Master of the
Universe and published online, the Twilight-inspired story was
transformed by E.L. James with the names of the characters changed
and the most obvious references removed. The Fifty Shades trilogy
has since sold more than 165 million copies worldwide and has been
adapted into a popular film series. After its commercial success,
many novels based on the trilogy have appeared, sparking a flurry of
pastiches, parodies and homages.

As fanfiction has grown exponentially in recent decades, the
original authors have been divided over what to do about it. Some
authors, such as Anne Rice, Diana Gabaldon and George R.R.
Martin, have expressed their disapproval of fanfiction based on their
works, citing concerns about copyright infringements. Others are
more tolerant of the practice. J.K. Rowling, for example, has given
her blessing to fans writing their stories online, provided that they
will not monetise their creations and will steer clear of racism or
adult content. And some authors not only allow fans to build on their
works, but also actively encourage them to do so. In response to a
letter from a child yearning for more of The Chronicles of Narnia,
C.S. Lewis wrote: “I’'m afraid there will be no more of these stories.
But why don’t you try writing some Narnian tales?”

Fanfiction is a modern iteration of one of mankind’s oldest
experiences: telling each other stories around a fire at the end of the
day. Despite the opposition of some authors, the urge to write and
connect with fellow enthusiasts is too strong to ignore. In the world
of fanfiction, the stories never truly conclude—they are always
open-ended, waiting to be continued. Cornelia Funke sums it up best
in her fantasy novel Inkspell: “Stories never really end ... even if the
books like to pretend they do. Stories always go on. They don’t end
on the last page, any more than they begin on the first page.”
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https://dsprojects.lib.cuhk.edu.hk/zh-hant/projects/20th-cantonese-poetry-chanting/home/

In September 2023, Hong Kong was hit by the most extreme
rainfall recorded in its meteorological history. This unprecedented
downpour caused severe flooding and waterlogging, bringing
the city to a standstill. Hong Kong is not alone in experiencing
extreme weather conditions. From record-breaking heatwaves
and famine-causing droughts to increasingly powerful hurricanes
and tornadoes, the impact of climate change is being felt around
the globe. If you would like to know how we have got into this
perilous situation and what can be done, Hope Jahren’s book 7he
Story of More: How We Got to Climate Change and Where to Go
from Here is an excellent starting point.

An award-winning geobiologist at the University of Oslo
in Norway, Jahren came to prominence as a writer with her best-
selling debut Lab Girl, a humorous and lyrical memoir about
plants and her career in science. In The Story of More, the lab girl
turns her attention to climate change and the responsibility we all

bear.

Interestingly, the book does not directly address climate
change in its first three quarters. After introducing the
phenomenon of global warming in the first chapter, Jahren zooms
out and takes us on a journey through time and space. She starts
by telling us the situation in Mesopotamia 3,800 years ago when
the world population was around 100 million and then brings
us back to the present day. Along the way, she methodically
discusses the impact of human life, from population growth to
Norwegian fishing to energy consumption. The book, with each
topic covered in a few pages, offers a panoramic view of “How
We Got to Climate Change”, as stated in its subtitle.

Much of what Jahren has uncovered is, in many ways,
a paean to human ingenuity and ambition. Over the past five
decades, as the world’s population has more than doubled,
production of grain and meat has tripled. Advances in medicine,
public health and sanitation have halved child mortality and
increased the average life expectancy by 12 years. As a species,
we humans have been stunningly successful, perhaps too
successful for our own good.

In Part Four, Jahren links the previous chapters to the

changes occurring on our planet. The period between 2005 and
2016 was the warmest decade on record since thermometer-
based observations began. We are in the midst of the sixth mass
extinction on earth, caused not by natural phenomena but by
destructive human activities. It is estimated that, at the current
extinction rate, around 25% of species will vanish by 2050.

Jahren presents the gravity of our predicament with
disturbing data and numerical analyses. But far from being a
dry scientific treatise, the book is an accessible and emotionally
resonant narrative that bridges the often yawning gap between
data and everyday life. By seamlessly weaving anecdotes and
scenes from her childhood with the statistics and trends that
portend future problems, Jahren deftly illuminates how our
relentless pursuit of “more”—more possessions, more comfort,
more wealth—has altered our world and climate, especially
over the last 50 years. But there is an alternative to “more”. In
the appendix “The Story of Less”, Jahren concludes the book
with some suggestions for readers to examine their values, seek

information and live up to the motto “use less and share more”.

Since the publication of Jahren’s book in 2019, climate
change has accelerated at an alarming rate. According to the
World Meteorological Organization, 2023 was by far the hottest
year and 2014-2023 the hottest decade ever documented. The
global average temperature was 1.45°C above pre-industrial
levels, dangerously close to the 1.5°C threshold set by the Paris
Agreement. Jahren emphasises the urgency of actions, stating,
“Fate has placed you and me at the crossroads of environmental
history.” The future of our planet depends on the choices we make
right now.

Arriving at one goal is the starting point to another.
John Dewey
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Gothic architecture graces Europe with many fine examples,
such as the magnificent Strasbourg Cathedral and the impressive
Canterbury Cathedral. But Notre Dame de Paris, though modest
in size, remains the jewel in the crown. The Gallery of Kings
on the west fagade, the majestic 8,000-pipe Grand Organ in the
interior as well as its collection of relics such as the Crown of
Thorns and the Tunic of Saint Louis make this edifice stunningly
unique.

I visited Notre Dame on a crisp winter morning in 2018.
Upon stepping into the hallowed nave, I was enveloped in an
otherworldly tranquillity. Constructed between the 12th and 14th
centuries, this iconic monument showed traces of weariness in its
look. Its divine beauty, however, did not seem to have tarnished
with time. Inside the sacred walls, I was struck by the intricate
architectural and decorative features of this house of worship.
Gazing at the rose windows, I could almost see beholders bathing
in an ethereal glow like angels. My imagination started to take
flight, bringing forth in my mind images of Jacques-Louis David’s
Coronation of Napoleon and Josephine in Notre Dame Cathedral
and Victor Hugo’s Hunchback of Notre Dame, reminiscences of
the glorious past of this place.

Indeed, it was a delight to explore the surroundings after
my pilgrimage and get immersed in the serene ambience of
Paris. Nothing soothed my soul quite like relishing coffee at a
cafe along the Quai de Montebello, watching the gentle flow of
the Seine. Basking in the warmth of the sun, I marvelled at the
awe-inspiring beauty of the cathedral from a distance, and found
solace in quiet moments of replenishment. Overwhelmed by a
whirlwind of bliss and an indescribable lightness of being, I was
unaware of the fragility of this historical and cultural gem, let
alone the peril it would face in just a few months.

On the evening of 15 April 2019, news of a devastating
fire shocked the world. The blaze erupted under the eaves of the
roof of Notre Dame, raged for hours and threatened to devour
the entire cathedral. Billowing smoke, visible from miles away,
cast a shadow over everyone’s heart. The city wept, as if tears
could somehow quench the burning flames. Restless and helpless,
people gathered along the Seine to hold vigils, just like a family at

Every end in history necessarily contains a new

beginning.

The Legacy Continues

Sharon Mak
Official Languages Officer 11
Civil Service Bureau

the sickbed of a loved one. A sombre crowd started saying prayers
and singing Ave Maria outside the holy place. I was one of the
millions who watched the live streaming of the disaster in horror,
sharing the distress of the weeping city.

Cleaving the sky like an axe, the inferno continued its
rampage. A large portion of the roof quickly succumbed to
the merciless blaze. The most poignant moment came when
the iconic spire, an indispensable part of the city’s skyline for
centuries, toppled and crumbled. Four hundred firefighters
battled relentlessly through the night, striving hard to prevent the
cathedral from full collapse. Much to the relief of those who held
Notre Dame dear, the final embers were put out the following
morning.

In an unexpected twist of events, the Grand Organ
miraculously survived the disaster, remaining almost entirely
intact. Damage and loss of the cathedral’s invaluable treasures
were not as severe as art and culture aficionados had feared.
Reconstruction and restoration works involving artisans and
professionals from various disciplines commenced shortly after
the catastrophic blaze. Funds from all corners of the globe poured
in for the rebirth of Notre Dame. From the ashes of tragedy rose a
new beginning.

The resurrection of Notre Dame is much more than a proof
of its perseverance. It embodies human courage and faith to
find hope even in the darkest of times. The Lady of Paris will
rise again, with her splendour restored and spirit revived. Her
unfading legacy will continue for all to behold. The imminent
reopening of the cathedral in December this year is not only
the end of a Herculean task, but also the celebration of a new
chapter. The story of Notre Dame is far from over and will be an

inspiration for generations to come.
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